- "A Letter.to a Gemtleman, 
TO UPON- 
A Royal Fiſhery, 
A Council of Trade, and 
A National Fiſhery. 


STR, 


In obedience to your Commands, I here ſend you my Thoughts, of a Royal 
Fiſhery, and of a Council of Trade ; and whither they are Projects fit for ſo Great 
a People, as the People of England to build on, I leave you to judge. 
| _ The firit Sir, has been often try'd, andis juſt, as if Ezgland ſhould ſet up a 
Royal Wooll ManufaQtory, and by virtue of a large Houſe, many Subſcripti- 
! ons, afd Officers to receive the Money, deſign'd to make a world of Woollen- 
} Cloth; what the Conſequence of ſuch-a Project will be, judge you : that is, 
| Judge, whether the Publick Manuiacture, will break. the Private Manufactures, 
or the Private the Publick ; and. whether E:g/and can' be Six-pence the better 
'/ ſuppoling either. FS Ty 
' The other Sir, was Sir Walter Rawleigh's Projett a hundred Years ago, only he 
|| calls that a State-Merchant which we call a Council of Trade. Ce 
|. Now Sir, whoever (criouſly confiders, that England, after plowing the Seas a 
 j| hundred Years, can ſhow but Seven, or Eight Millions by Trade, and that the 
|| Dutch in the ſame time, has aQually rais'd above 2 Hnndred * Millions in Gold, * Sr Walter 
{! with Seamen to defend it, out of England's Fiſh-Ponds, muſt ſure own a Council of preaamuaneed 
||| Trade, has ſignify'd very little to the Engliſh Nation ; and that England by ne- and rwenty © 
| gleting Fiſhing, eſpecially the Newfoundland-Fiſhing, has not only toſt Milli- 771; OI 
{/ ons which ought to-be.nowin Eng/iſhmen's Pockets, but has given - The. French ig Darchand 
4 opportunity toraiſe Millions, and that Fleet we now ſee, A gzowing Fleet Sir, prrn® 
1! rightly conſider'd; Mountains of Gold, as well as thoſe Jewels Seamen, being, plainly ſhews, 
' || to berais'd by that Fiſhery. gn 
iT Now Sir, that England has neglefted this Rich Fiſhery, decay'd Bridport jj, oft, 5-9-4 
| | in Dorſerſbire, that flouriſh'd upon making of Nets, and twenty places more, can get by Fiſhing. 
|! witneſs: And indeed Sir, had the fix or ſeven hundred Ships, Eng/and had on this 
| {1} Rich Fiery, encreas'd, as you know they ought to have done, inſtead of de- 
1) creas'd, the World muſt own, Eng/and might have ſent abroad, as bold a Meſ- 
fage now, as Queen Elizabeth did, which you know Sir, fſilences all ingeni- 
ous Writers upon: Trade and Navigation in the Nation, and plainly ſhews 
' they ſcribble and prattle to no purpoſe; and that if England's Power 
'1s ever to be raisd, it muſt be by a Natzonal Fiſhery or Never Raiſed. 
| But Sir, to do that,- requires more Art, than moſt Men imagine, Eng- 
" ldand's National Fiſhery, which has Vertue int to get the Riches of the 
World, being to be rais'd without Six-pence f, when all the Money in the + Tha 5m. 
Nation, and Ten times as much, won't do't: And this Sir, being the fſubli- i piais- Eng- 
-meſt Leſſon, in that great Art or Myſtery call'd Commerce, or the Art of raiſing the liſh, no Money = 
Power of a People, 1 lay it before you ; a Leſlon Sir, if you carefully Learn, and lh 
*can fairly demonſtrate, to the Nation, how it may be practis'd, there's no doubt fore'd ro Fijh. 
Sir, you may have what Reward you pleaſe, the true Art of Fiſhing being ot 
more value to the Eng/iſh. Nation than can be expreſs'd, or indeed the Philoſo- 
pher's-Stone, were there ſuch a thing; for what's that Jewel Liberty, without 
this Art, or that Never-to-be-yalu'd-enough Religion? for tho' it has pleas'd 
God, to bleſs the People of this Nation, with the Oracles :of his Truth in their - 
pwn Tongue,yet without this Art, howis it poſſible to defend theſe Sacred Oracles? 
for what's theſe ineſtimable Jewels, and all the Riches and Jewels in the Na- . 
ion, without a Fleet ? What's a Fleet without a growing National Fiſhery, or 
vlid Nurſery {or Seamen 2- eſpecially among Neighbours whoſe Power 1s ari- 
who, you know, arc Friends to Day for their Intereſt, and Enemies tc 


; Sir, all ingenious Wri- Rawleigh's Time, even his not excepted, wereonly empty * Naiſe, and vain 
por: Fiſberies, only learned- 
e out, that Fiſh 1s good ; : 
Pris catch'd —— All in- Engliſh Nation. 
Writers #pon Trade, in | vg | 
1/0 as, aA thi . and l * , " . , . . 
[ Life of Pater That the Riſe of the French Naval Power, and the Fall of Ergland's F iſheries, 


purpoſe : Sir Walter Raw- nroyes it with a Witneſs. 
ws Projett being the Cream | | 
( chel: teſts, empty Noiſe, Loy : : 5s © $50 

win Amuſements; a Pro» That all the Wits in Europe, were Solomon to help 'em, can't raiſe the 


$77, that never has been 


pever will be of Six-pence 
1 the Englith Nation, the | 5 | TY. | tar Lorots a | 
uh Nation, under God, de- "That England's National Fiſhery is to be rais'd by Art, not Money. 
ung upon tamely Raiſing 4a 2 

jonal Fiſhery; for the Day | 


'Sea-Power's maſter'd, 5ou _ That upon that Art England's All depends, if ZErgland's 47 depends on 


p, All goes with it. 


- * Sun call'd England's Gwwing National Fiſhery, which as it riſes will become 
Great Buitain's Glow, and the Gaſe, Wonder, Envy, and Terror of the World. 
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The Deſign of | theſe Thoughts 1s to ſhow. 


That all ingenious Diſcourſes ,upon Trade, Navigation, &c. ſince Sir Walter 


—_- 


Amuſements, and never has ſignify'd, nor never will ſignifie Six-pence to the - 


: Wealth and Power of England, without raiſing England's National Fiſhery. 


Naval Power. 


7 


And now, Sir, if any of theſe Thoughts chance to awaken Great Baitatn, 
who knows but it may prove a Parallel Caſe to what has formerly happen'd : A 
Gooſe, you know, awak'd; thoſe that: fav'd the Capitol, the Capitol fav'd 
Rome, Rome conquer'd the World. In other Words, Sir, if all theſe Thoughts 
in-the AZzyptian Darkneſs we live in, does but afford us the Light of one Star; | 
who knows. but that Star may prove a Morning-Star, and lead in that Glorious 
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London, Printed for E. Whitlock, near Stationers-Hall, 1698. 
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